
THE INFLUENCE OF THE 

SCHUMAN DECLARATION 

ON THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF CROATIA



INTRODUCTION

The Schuman Declaration, presented on May 9, 1950, by

French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman, proposed the 

creation  of  a  European  Coal  and  Steel  Community 

(ECSC), marking the beginning of European integration.

This initiative aimed to foster economic cooperation and 

prevent future conflicts in Europe.

Over time, this vision evolved into the European Union 

(EU), significantly influencing Croatia's development and 

its path to EU membership.



Historical Context of the 

Schuman Declaration

Date: 9 May 1950

Presenter: French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman

Proposal: Establishment of a European Coal and Steel Community 

(ECSC)

Purpose: To ensure peace in Europe through economic 

interdependence

Founding Members: France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, the 

Netherlands, Luxembourg



Vision and Legacy of the 

Declaration

Long-Term Objective: Prevent future conflicts by pooling key industrial

resources

Legacy: Foundation of what would evolve into the European Union (EU) 

Impact: Encouraged democratic reform, economic cooperation, and 

legal harmonisation across Europe





IMPACT 

ON 

CROATIA

Accession process: After the Homeland War, Croatia began 

the process of approaching the EU, signing the Stabilisation

and Association Agreement in 2001.

Reforms: To meet the criteria for membership, Croatia has 

implemented  numerous  political  and  economic  reforms, 

including  strengthening  democracy,  the  rule  of  law  and 

human rights.

EU support: The EU has provided technical and financial 

assistance during the accession process, which has helped 

Croatia modernise and align with European standards.



CROATIA AND THE EU: 
KEY MOMENTS

Signing of the Accession Treaty:

In December 2011, Croatia signed the Accession 

Treaty with the EU.

Membership Referendum:

In January 2012, Croatia held a referendum on 

joining the EU, in which 66.27% of voters supported 

membership.

EU Membership:

The Treaty entered into force on 1 July 2013, making 

Croatia the 28th country to join the European 

Union.



LASTING IMPACT OF THE SCHUMAN 

DECLARATION ON CROATIA

Political Stability: 

EU membership 

security.

bolstered institutional stability and

Economic Growth:

Integration into the single market 

investment, and competitiveness.

increased trade,

Social Mobility:

Access to EU programmes (e.g. Erasmus+), freedom of 

movement and enhanced quality of life.



ADDRESS:

Matije Mesića 28, Slavonski Brod

EMAIL:

info.edsb@gmail.com

INSTAGRAM:

@europehouse.sb

FACEBOOK:

Europe House Slavonski Brod | Europe Direct Slavonski Brod

TWITTER (X):

@EDSlavBrod

mailto:info.edsb@gmail.com


THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION!
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