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What Was the Schuman Declaration?

A Revolutionary Proposal

Presented by French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman on May
9, 1950, the declaration proposed placing French and West
German production of coal and steel under a single, shared High
Authority.

The Strategy: Instead of a complex political treaty, it used
"concrete achievements" to create economic solidarity, starting

with the raw materials of military power.
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The Intellectual Brain

While Schuman gave the speech, the plan was primarily
designed by Jean Monnet, the head of the French

Economic Planning Commission.
Monnet realized that European peace could only be

guaranteed if France and Germany shared real economic

interests.
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The Founding Members (The Inner Six)

Six nations answered Schuman's call and signed the Treaty of Paris in 1951, creating the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC):
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France & Germany

The core historical rivals, locking
their industrial resources together

to prevent future conflict.
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Italy

Led by Alcide De Gasperi, seeking
democratic stability and
international reintegration after

fascism.
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The Benelux
Belgium, Netherlands, and

Luxembourg joined to secure access

to larger regional markets.
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General Importance: Why It Changed History

1. Making War “Impossible” * * *
By merging coal and steel (the lifeblood of heavy weapons), no
single nation could secretly rearm against another. War

between France and Germany became legally and materially
2dhglnvention of Supranationalism

It created institutions that sat above national governments, a

completely new concept in international law that laid the , , :
The 6 Golden Stars: Represent the Inner Six founding nations

blueprint for today's EU. (France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, and
Luxembourg) that signed the Treaty of Paris in 1951.

The Two Background Colors: Directly symbolize the core

industrial resources pooled together to prevent future conflict:
th-e I Co-funded by «  Blue Stripe: Represents Steel.
the Europea n Union . Black Stripe: Represents Coal.




Germany'’s Political Rebirth

From Pariah to Equal

Just five years after WWII, West Germany was an
isolated, occupied nation. The Schuman Plan offered
Germany a seat at the table as an equal sovereign

partner.
It provided the moral and political rehabilitation that the

young Federal Republic desperately needed.
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The Vision of Konrad Adenauer

German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer accepted immediately. He

recognized that West Germany's security and future prosperity

were tied directly to integration with Western Europe

(Westbindung).

The shared Catholic, border-region backgrounds of Schuman,

Adenauer, and De Gasperi created strong interpersonal trust.
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Lifting Allied Industrial Restrictions

Ending the Ruhr Control

Following the war, the Allies placed severe restrictions on
German industry and controlled the vital Ruhr Valley through

the International Authority for the Ruhr.
The Schuman Plan dissolved this restrictive Allied body,

replacing it with a cooperative European framework.
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Saving German Industry

It put an end to the forced dismantling of German steel plants
and factories, allowing Germany to freely produce the materials

needed to rebuild its domestic economy.
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Real Data: The German Economic Miracle

West German Real GDP Growth Rate (%)

Source: Historical Bundesbank/Statistisches Bundesamt Data

+10.4%
+9.8%
+8.2%
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Economic Impact: Fueling the Miracle

O

Market Stability

The ECSC eliminated tariffs and
customs duties on coal and steel
among the six nations, giving
Germany immediate access to a

massive export market.

Vet

Steel Production Boom

German steel output more than
doubled in the decade following the
declaration, providing the raw
foundations for the automotive and

machinery sectors.
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Investment Security

By anchoring Germany into a solid
European legal framework,
international confidence returned,
inviting heavy investment into the

Ruhr and Saar regions.
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The Saar Question Resolved

A Territorial Conflict

The “Saarland” was a highly industrialized region detached from

Germany and placed under French economic control after the

war, causing severe tension.
The European Solution: By putting both French and German

assets under the ECSC, the economic battle over the Saar lost

its strategic purpose.

This cooperative atmosphere paved the way for the Saar Treaty

(1956), allowing the region to politically rejoin West Germany

peacefully.

:*'*** Co-funded by
Nt the European Union




"The Schuman Declaration did not just create the
European Union; it gave Germany the structural

foundation to rebuild its democracy and its economy."
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