
THE TREATY OF 
MAASTRICHT

SPAIN’S ROLE



Introduction
Signed in 1992, the Treaty of 
Maastricht marked the formal 
creation of the European Union (EU).It built upon earlier efforts at European 

cooperation, aiming for deeper 
political and economic unification.Key innovations: European 

citizenship, monetary union, and 
greater policy coordination.

Spain, a relatively new member of the 
European Communities (since 1986), 
played an active role in the treaty's 
development.

This presentation explores the treaty’s 
background, main objectives, and 
Spain’s involvement and interests.



Context before Maastricht

• Spain join the
European
Communities

1986

• Single European Act
• First major revisión of

the Treaty of Rome
• Ground for a single 

market

1987 • Fall of the Berlin
Wall

• Signals the end of the
Cold War

1989

• Reunification of
Germany

1990 • Intergovernmental
Conferences on
political and 
monetary union

1991



What the Treaty of Maastricht established

European
Citizenship

Common
foreing and 

security
policies

Economic
and 

monetary
union

European Parliament building in Strasbourg



Three pillars of the EUFundation 
of EU 
policies 
on trade, 
agricultur
a, the 
environm
ent, and 
the single 
market.

Decisions were mostly 
supranational, made through 
the European Comission, 
Parliament, and Council using 
majority voting

Europe
an 

comm
unities

Coordinat
ing 
diplomati
c and 
security 
efforts

Decisions 
requiring 
unanimity 
among 
member 
states, 
intergove
rnmental. 
Aimed to 
present a 
united 
voice 
abroad 
without 
giving up 
national 
control

Comm
on 

foreing 
and 

securit
y 

policy

Cooperati
on on 
internal 
security, 
border 
control, 
and 
criminal 
justice

Intergove
rnental, 
with 
countries 
working 
together 
while 
keeping 
national 
authority 
over legal 
systems

Justice 
and 

Home 
Affairs

Supranational: Shared EU rules made by institutions; 
binding for all. 
Intergovernmental: Countries decide together; each 
keeps a veto.



Spain’s political landscape
Prime minister Felipe Gonzalez (PSOE) led a 
pro-European government

• In power since 1982, his government 
prioritized modernization, democratic 
consolidation, and deeper European 
integration

Spain had recently joined the European 
Communities (1986)

• Spain was keen to contribute actively to the 
EU’s political evolutionMaastricht aligned with Spain’s goals

• Access to cohesión funds and the promise 
of stronger ties with Western Europe.Strong public support for Europe

• After decades of dictatorship, jpining a 
democratic and unified Europe had 
symbolic and practical significance



Spain’s role in the negotiations
Backing 
deeper 

integration

•Supported the formal 
creation of the EU, 
including the idea of 
European citizenship 

Fighting for 
cohesion 

funds

•Spanish negotiators 
successfully pushed to 
incude cohesión policies in 
the treaty

•They were aimed at reducing
economic disparities
between regions

Defending 
domestic 

policy 
space

•Spain insisted on preserving 
national control over social 
welfare and labor 
protections

Building 
bridges in 

the EU

•Acted as a mediator 
between wealthier and les-
developed member states

Signing of the Maastricht Treaty, February 1992



Economic implications for Spain

Access to EU 
cohesión founds 
Clear path to the 
euro
Increased foreign
investment

Strict Euro 
Convergence Criteria
Pressure to 
restructure the 
economy 
Short-term social 
costs

O
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tie

s
C

hallenges



Social and political impact

Key Social and 
Political Effects

European identity: 
new rights like 
freedom of 
movement, the 
possibility to live 
across EU 
countries, and 
voting in European 
elections

Institutional 
Confidence 
Boost: The treaty 
reinforced Spain’s 
Young democracy, 
linking it in a 
broader system of 
liberal democratic 
values

Administrative 
modernization: 
alignment with EU 
norms accelerated 
reforms in public 
administration, 
transparency, 
regional 
governance, etc.

Public and political 
response Broad public 

support: most 
people saw Europe 
as a symbol of 
progress, freedom, 
and prosperity. 

Minimal political 
opposition: 
although some 
parties raised 
concerns, the main 
political forces 
(both PSOE and 
center-right) 
supported it

Growing European 
Identity: the treaty 
reinforced a 
generational shift 
toward European 
identity.



Spain and the euro

The Eurozone is the group of EU member states that use the euro (€) as their official currency. 
It was established to promote price stability, economic integration, and easier cross-border 
trade.

How many countries use the euro? 
20 EU countries are part of the Eurozone. 
Some other EU members still use their national currency (like Sweden, Poland, and Hungary)
 
Reasons to create a single currency: 
• Eliminate Exchange rate fluctuations
• Simplify travel and business
• Strengthen EU economic and political unity



Spain and the Euro

1992- Signs 
the Maastricht 

Treaty

1999- Adopts 
Euro digitally

2002- Euro 
coins and 

notes 
introduced

Meet EU 
converge

nce 
criterio in 

late 
1990s

Replaced 
the 

peseta 
after 
+130 
years

Fixed 
Exchang
e rate: 1 

euro= 
166.386 
pesetas

“Spain’s commitment to the Euro”

Facts



Conclusion
Deeper EU Integration
Spain used the Maastricht Treaty as a springboard 
to become a stronger voice in European politics and 
economics.

Euro as a Symbol
Adopting the euro showed Spain’s commitment to 
unity, but also meant giving up some national 
control

Present situation
Over 30 years later, Spain remains a key player in 
the EU and Eurozone, facing shared challenges and 
opportunities in a united Europe.



Video resource



Thanks for your attention!
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