
THE SCHUMAN DECLARATION: 
ITS INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPAIN



The Schuman Declaration (1950):

   Proposed economic and political unity in Europe

   Goal: lasting peace through cooperation (starting with coal & 

steel)

Spain in the 1950s:

Spain, under the authoritarian regime of Francisco Franco, was 

politically and diplomatically isolated, excluded from early 

European cooperation efforts like the ECSC

THE SCHUMAN DECLARATION & SPAIN IN THE 1950S



After Franco’s death in 1975, Spain began its democratic 

transition, paving the way for integration into Europe.

In 1977, Spain formally applied to join the European 

Economic Community (EEC).

After nearly a decade of reforms and negotiations, Spain 

became a full member in 1986. This was seen not just 

as economic integration, but a return to European values 

of democracy, freedom, and cooperation.

PATH TOWARD EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Signing of the Accession Treaty of Spain (1985) / 
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Economic Development

Spain received billions in EU structural and cohesion 

funds, modernizing roads, schools, healthcare, and 

agriculture.

IMPACT ON SPAIN: FROM ISOLATION TO TRANSFORMATION

Political Stability

Membership helped consolidate democracy, the rule of 

law, and civil liberties.

• Spain’s infrastructure modernized rapidly: AVE 

high-speed trains, improved road networks, rural 

development

• Agriculture: Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) for 

farmers received subsidies and modernization 

support.

• Tourism development: especially along the 

Mediterranean coast and Canary Islands.

• Reforms in judicial independence, anti-corruption 

laws, and electoral transparency.

• Spain joined the Eurozone in 1999, showing 

confidence in its political and fiscal stability.

• Integration encouraged cooperation with other 

European states on counterterrorism, migration, and 

human rights.



IMPACT ON SPAIN: FROM ISOLATION TO TRANSFORMATION

• Education: Over 1 million Spanish students have benefited from Erasmus+ since its creation. Spain 

is both a top sender and receiver of Erasmus students.

• Freedom of movement: Spanish citizens gained the right to live and work in any EU country — 

contributing to diverse diasporas across Europe.

• Cultural projects: EU-funded programs supported Spanish cinema, museums, and preservation of 

cultural heritage (e.g., restoration of historic sites in Toledo and Salamanca).

• Boosted gender equality and social rights policies, partly due to EU legal frameworks.

.

Social and Cultural Progress

Access to education programs like Erasmus, greater mobility, and a 

stronger European identity among citizens



Today, Spain is one of the EU’s key member states — a strong voice in 

economic, environmental, and migration policies. Spain's experience 

illustrates how the Schuman Declaration’s ideals have created 

tangible, lasting transformation.

May 9 (Schuman Day) is now celebrated as “Día de Europa”  

honoring the start of this integration process — and Spain proudly 

takes part.

LONG-TERM INFLUENCE: “DÍA DE EUROPA”



“Europe is our home. In the face of 

global challenges, unity is our 

greatest strength.”

Pedro Sánchez (Spanish President), 

Granada EU Summit (October 2023)
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