
Spain and the
Lisbon Treaty
(2009)

Spain's economic, political
and social context during EU 
reform



Introduction: What Was the Lisbon
treaty?

• It was signed in 2007, and entered
into force in December 2009.

• Reformed the institutional
structure of the European Union.

• The aim was to make the EU more 
democratic, efficient, and 
transparent.

• This treaty replaced the failed
European Constitution project
(2005)



Spain and the
European Union
• Spain joined the European

Community in 1986.

• Historically Spain is a pro-European
country.

• The EU helped Spain in the
modernization of its economy and 
democracy, so by 2009, this country 
was a key supporter of deeper
integration. 

(Photo of the moment when Spain joined the
EU)



Spain's political context in 2009

• In 2009, the President of Spain was José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero (PSOE)

• The government strongly supported the
Lisbon Treaty.

• Spain ratified the Treaty in July 2008.

• Preparing for Spain's EU presidency in 
2010.

(Former PM José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero 2004-2011)



The Economic Context

• The 2008 financial crisis hit Spain hard. 

• Unemployment rate was over 35% for the
youth.

• After years of boom, the housing market 
collapsed.

• Rising public deficit and early austerity
measures.



Social Context

• Inequality and social unrest started to grow.

• There were public protests against job losses and housing
foreclosures. 

• Inmigration decreased after years of growth. 

• Despite challenges, public support for the EU stayed high (~70%).



What was the Role of
Spain in the Lisbon
Treaty?

• Spain advocated for a stronger
European Parliament and Charter
of Fundamental Rights.

• Supported the creation of new 
roles: President of the European
Council and High Representative 
of Foreign Affairs. 

• Viewed Lisbon as a way to increase 
Spain's influence in EU decision-
making.



Implementation: 
Spain's 2010 EU 
Presidency
• Focused on implementing the Lisbon 

Treaty reforms.

• Promoted European citizenship and 
rights , social and economic recovery 
policies, Digital Agenda and gender 
equality.

• Strengthened EU –Latin America 
relations. 



Impact and Evaluation

• Politically reinforced Spain's role in the EU. 

• Economically the crisis limited its influence. 

• Socially there where mixed perceptions; pride in EU membership
but concern over austerity.

• The Lisbon framework guided Spain's recovery and future reforms.



Conclusion

• The Lisbon treaty marked a turning point in European governance.

• For Spain, it coincided with a time of economic hardship but
strong European commitment.

• Shared Spain's modern role within the EU.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2-pNqKcHuc
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCUF5t1kRlI
• (Lisbon Treaty Explained)
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