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Introduction: What is the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights?

* Proclaimed on 7 December 2000 by the European Parliament, the
Council, and the Commision.

* It consolidates political, civil, social, and economic rights in one
document.

* At the time of proclamation, it had political weight but was not yet
legally binding across all EU matters.

* Only with the treaty of Lisbon gained full legal effect (same value as
Treaties).

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAZnzpoRBzc&t=3s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAZnzpoRBzc&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAZnzpoRBzc&t=3s

Spain and the EU, year
2000

e Spain joined the European Communities in
1986, along with Portugal.

* By 2000, Spain was fully integrated in EU
mechanisms: in decision-making, in
receiving structural funds, in common
policies.

* Domestic challenges: regional tensions
(Catalonia, Basque Country,...), issues of
rule law, human rights reforms (dealing
with terrorism, decentralization).

* Modernization of Spanish judicial and
administrative systems.




Why was the Charter important for
Spain?

* It provided acommon European Standard to
compare or push national laws toward higher
protections.

* In areas where Spain was implementing EU
law (free movement, internal market, justice,
environment), the charter could be invoked
before Spanish courts.

* [t reinforced rights that Spain already had in its
Constitution, but sometimes with different
emphasis or wording (data protection).

* Itincreased EU- level accountability and
offered tools to litigants to challenge national
measures under EU law.



Legal and institutional challenges in Spain

* Because the charter was not legally in all areas until 2009, its
Immediate impact in 2000 was limited-many viewed it as a symbolic

commitment.

* Spanish courts and institutions had to adapt to the "soft law" influence:
how to interpret it, how much weight to give it.

* Some tensions between Spanish constitutional provisions and Charter
provisions (for example, the way data protection is framed in the
Spanish constitution vs article 8 of the Charter).

* The concept of "scope" under Article 51: the charter binds Member
States only when implementing EU law; Spain had to navigate when
national measures would fall under that scope.



Cases and examples in Spain (after 2000)

* Use of the charter in Spanish courts in disputes linked to EU directives
or regulations.

* Data protection: the Charter's article 8 has influenced Spanish law and
nelped push later reforms like GDPR.

* Freedom of expression, assembly, rights of migrants: discourses in
Spain sometimes invoked EU standards, specially after 2000.

* The Spanish government being urged to comply with the EU Charter
provisions in critiques by MEP or EU bodies



Public reception and political debates

* Atthe time of the proclamation, public
awarness was modest; many citizens did
not fully know the Charter's implications.

* Political actors (governments, autonomous
regions,...) debated the depth of EU
involvement in national affairs..

* Concerns about sovereignty vs oversight of
fundamental rights.

* Overtime, some criticisms emerged about
Spanish government policies possibly
contravening Charter norms (freedom of
expression,judicial independence). P e




Significance and Legacy today

Since 2009, the Charter is ‘ It reinforced the rule of law

legally binding Spain when ala and offered Spanish citizens
_— the state acts under EU law. additional legal tools.

It continues to influence Example: how data

"- Spanish legislation, judicial m protection, privacy, digital

interpretation, and human rights in Spain have evolved
rights debates. in dialogue with the charter.



Limitations, strengths, and critiques

* Strengths: Unified standards across EU, legal backing (post 2009),
more leverage for individuals to challenge national measures.

* Limitations: pre-2009 limited enforceability, the scope restriction (only
when implementing EU law ) limits its reach, potential conflicts
between Spanish consitutional norms and Charter provisions, risk of
judicial overload.



Conclusion

* Recap:

-The proclamation in 2000 was a milestone, though
Spain and other states faced challenges in making it
operational domestically.

-The charter's legalization in 2009 deepened its
impact, and in Spain it has become areal
component in rights protection.

Discussion prompts:

-To what extent has the charter transformed rights
protection in Spain?

-Are there areas where Spain still lags behind the EU
Charter standards?

-How can citizens better make use of Charter rights
in Spain?
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