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Malta during the Schuman
Declaration and the
founding European values

A small island nation at the centre of a world in transformation. As
Europe rebuilt itself from the ruins of war and declared a new era of
unity, Malta stood at a defining crossroads between colonial loyalty
and the promise of independence.
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The Strategic Fortress

Britain's "Nurse of the
Mediterranean"

Malta's Grand Harbour served as
the Royal Navy's most vital
Mediterranean headquarters - a
122-square-mile island that
commanded the sea lanes between
Gibraltar and Suez. By 1950, over
12,000 British servicemen were
stationed on the island, shaping
every facet of Maltese life.

Post-War Context

Europe was rebuilding. The
1949 NATO Treaty had just
been signed. Malta's harbours
remained indispensable to
Western defence strategy.

A New Europe
Dawning

The Schuman Declaration of
May 1950 signalled European
integration - a vision Malta
could only observe from within
the Empire.




~ CROWN COLONY

A Colony in Flux

Malta held the status of a Crown Colony -
governed under British military oversight
with deeply limited local autonomy. Yet
change was afoot. The 1947 Restoration of
Self-Government had re-established a
Maltese parliament after its suspension
during the war, granting the island a
legislative assembly while Britain retained
control over defence and foreign affairs.

(i} The 1947 constitution gave Malta
its first taste of domestic
governance - but sovereignty
remained firmly in London's
hands.



Socioeconomic Realities

Dockyard Dependence Post-War Strain

The Malta Drydocks employed Theisland's GDP was heavily
nearly 15,000 workers - roughly subsidised by British military
25% of the adult male expenditure. Transitioning
workforce. It was the single from a wartime economy to
largest employer on the island peacetime stability brought
and the heartbeat of the unemployment, rationing, and
economy. mass emigration.
Emigration Wave

Between 1945 and 1960, over 80,000 Maltese emigrated - chiefly to
Australia, Canada, and the UK - seeking opportunities unavailable at
home.



The Political Landscape

European Integration
(Schuman Declaration)
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Malta Between Two Worlds

On 9 May 1950, French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman
proposed the integration of European coal and steel
industries — the seed of the modern EU. Malta, tethered to
the Commonwealth, could not participate. Locally, the Malta
Labour Party and the Nationalist Party were sharpening their
ideological differences, with both demanding a greater
Maltese voice in determining the island's future.



[1942 - A NATION HONOURED ]

The George Cross Legacy

Awarded for Civilian
Bravery

On 15 April 1942, King George VI
awarded the George Cross
collectively to the people of Malta
- the only time in history it was
awarded to an entire nation.
During the Siege of Malta, the
island endured over 3,000 air
raids and near-total blockade by
Axis forces.

Pride and Paradox

By 1950, the George Cross was
both a source of immense
national pride and a symbol of
contradiction. Maltese citizens
who had sacrificed everything for
the Allied cause now lived as
colonial subjects with limited
rights - fuelling a growing
movement for self-
determination.




Life in the 1950s

&

A Dense, Resilient Population

With roughly 305,000 inhabitants in 1950, Malta was one of Europe's
most densely populated territories - over 960 people per km2.
Community, faith, and the Maltese language held society together.

Valletta: Grandeur and Struggle

The Baroque splendour of Valletta contrasted sharply with crowded
tenements and war-damaged housing. Reconstruction was slow, and
many families lived in converted shelters well into the 1950s.

Mediterranean Identity

Catholic tradition, the unique Semitic-rooted Maltese language, and
vibrant village festas defined a culture that was resolutely its own -
distinct from both Britain and mainland Europe.



The Path to Modernity

From colonial fortress to sovereign nation - Malta's journey was as remarkable as

its geography.
1947 Self- 1964
Government Independence
Local institutions and Malta achieves full
elected Assembly sovereignty from
restored Britain
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1950 man
Declaration

European cooperation
sparks political
consciousness

The Schuman Declaration of 1950 planted a seed that would take decades to
bloom. By 21 September 1964, Malta stood sovereign - its unique strategic
position, its colonial experience, and its people's extraordinary resilience shaping
one of the Mediterranean's most distinctive democracies. The island that once

served the Empire would, in time, help shape the European Union it had once only
watched from afar.
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