
Malta in 2009: The Lisbon 
Treaty
A small island nation with a grand story — five years into EU 

membership, on the cusp of a new European era.



A New European Era

December 2009

The Treaty of Lisbon enters into force, fundamentally reforming EU 

institutions, decision-making, and the balance of power between 

member states.

Malta's Engagement

An EU member since 2004, Malta fully aligned itself with the new 

institutional frameworks, adapting national governance to continental 

standards.

A Shift in Perspective

From small-island insularity to active participation — Malta embraced a 

seat at the table of continental governance and European policy-

making.



FIVE YEARS ON

Socioeconomic 
Landscape
By 2009, Malta had reached a critical 

milestone — half a decade inside the EU. 

Research by the University of Malta 

documented deep structural transitions: a 

decisive shift away from historical 

manufacturing dependence towards a 

services-oriented economy, with tourism, 

financial services, and ICT emerging as 

growth drivers.

Transition challenges included wage 

pressure, labour market adaptation, 

and aligning regulatory frameworks 

with EU standards.



Economic Realities in 2009

0.4M
Population

One of the EU's smallest member states 

by population, yet punching above its 

weight economically.

€5B
GDP

Gross domestic product stood at 

roughly €5 billion, reflecting a resilient, 

open economy navigating the global 

financial crisis.

~80%
Trade-to-GDP

A historically high openness ratio 

underscored Malta's deep reliance on 

international trade, tourism, and re-

export activity.

Despite the pressures of the 2008–09 global financial downturn, Malta's economy demonstrated notable resilience, avoiding 

the severe contractions experienced by larger EU economies.



Legacy of the Colonial Past
1964 — Independence

Malta achieves independence from Britain after over 150 years 

of colonial rule, establishing a sovereign parliamentary republic.

1979 —Military Withdrawal

The final dismantling of British military bases ends a historic 

reliance on military expenditure, forcing a decisive economic 

reinvention.

2009 —Commercial Identity

Modern Malta, defined by its transformation from a strategic 

colonial outpost into a dynamic Mediterranean commercial and 

financial hub.



GOVERNANCE

Governing Malta 
in 2009
The Office of the Prime Minister took the lead 

in overseeing national implementation of EU 

directives following the Lisbon Treaty, 

coordinating across ministries to align 

Maltese law with European obligations.

The House of Representatives managed the 

intensive legislative transition, passing 

legislation to harmonise domestic policy with 

EU frameworks — a process that had 

accelerated significantly since 2004.

Administrative modernisation was a 

national priority, with civil service 

reform and digital government 

programmes launched to improve 

institutional capacity.



Malta's Strategic Position

Geopolitical 
Gateway

Situated at the crossroads of 

Europe and North Africa, 

Malta's location remained a 

vital strategic and commercial 

asset in 2009.

Transshipment 
Hub

Malta Freeport ranked among 

the top container 

transshipment centres in the 

Mediterranean, handling 

millions of TEUs annually.

European Integration

The island carefully balanced its historic Mediterranean identity with 

the demands and opportunities of deep European market 

integration.



Malta's European Identity in 
2009
The year 2009 stands as a defining turning point — the moment Malta's hard-won 

independence and its European vocation converged into a single, coherent 

national identity.

1

A Small Nation, Outsized 
Influence

Despite its size, Malta shaped 

Mediterranean policy debates within 

the EU, leveraging its unique 

geographic and historical position.

2

Sovereignty Meets Unity

The Lisbon Treaty represented not a 

loss of sovereignty, but a deliberate 

choice to exercise it collectively on a 

continental stage.

3

A Legacy Worth Studying

Understanding 2009 is essential to understanding modern Malta — its politics, 

economy, and place in the world.
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