
An analysis of the political, economic 
and historical impact

The influence of  
Schuman Declaration 

in Italy



Drawing Borders, 
Defining Ideals

History immortalizes Churchill, 

Roosevelt and Stalin as key 

figures of the Yalta Conference 

where Europe has been divided

On the other hand Artificial 
Intelligence imagines Schuman, 
Monnet and Spinelli, realizing 
the dream of unifying Europe 

and bring a durable peace 



… Defining Ideals

Ventotene Manifesto (1941) and Schuman Declaration (1950) 

are considered main documents for the idea of a united Europe.

The Ventotene Manifesto, which had as its original title 

"For a free and united Europe", was written by the Italians 

Altiero Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi (with the contribution of 

Eugenio Colorni) in 1941 during the period of their confinement, 

as opponents of the fascist regime, on the island of Ventotene, 

in the Tyrrhenian Sea. The Ventotene Manifesto advocated for a 

federated Europe aimed at eliminating nationalism and 

preventing future wars, envisioning deep political integration 

through a supranational federation with democratic institutions.



Italy's role in the 
European Coal and Steel 

Community

The declaration of Schuman, presented on 9 May 1950 

by the French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman on the 

proposal of Jean Monnet, had the purpose of preventing 

future wars by promoting economic cooperation 

through the constitution of the ECSC, the European Coal 

and Steel Community

Italy, as one of the six founding countries ,actively 

participated in the negotiations, ratifying the treaty in 

1951.



Economic influence 
in Italy

This first step toward European unification was primarily 

of economic nature and had the immediate consequence 

of granting Italy access to the European coal and steel 

market, which provided an opportunity to revive the 

economy and served as a stimulus for industrial 

reconstruction and economic development.

Thus, the foundations were laid for the future Common 

Market (EEC), as defined in the Treaties of Rome of 1957.



Political impact 
in Italy

The Schuman Declaration was the beginning of the path 
toward European integration for Italy,  as well as of the 
post-war democracy consolidation.
Democratic parties showed increasing support for 
European integration.
Italy later played a leading role in the construction of 
what we now call the European Union. 
Spinelli was elected at the European Parliament and 
was a key actor of the definition of the 1984 Treaty 
establishing the “European Union”! 



In Italy too,
May 9th is acknowledged

as the Europe Day  
to celebrate the dream 

of peace and unity 
in Europe!
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