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Germany and the Lisbon Treaty

Germany and the 

Lisbon Treaty

Political, Economic, and Social Context of EU Reform



The 2005 Setback

Following negative referendums in France and the 

Netherlands, the "Treaty establishing a Constitution 

for Europe" was abandoned. The EU entered a 

"period of reflection" to avoid total institutional 

gridlock.

The 2007 Breakthrough

Under the German Presidency, the Berlin Declaration 

revived the process. The focus shifted from a 

"Constitution" to an "Amending Treaty"—preserving 

the functional core while respecting national 

sensitivities.

From Constitution to Reform
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WHAT WAS THE LISBON TREATY?
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• Signature: Signed in 2007; entered into force in

December 2009.

• Institutional Reform: Overhauled the EU structure

to improve efficiency and transparency.

• Democratic Aim: Increased the role of the 

European

Parliament and national legislatures.

• Strategic Shift: Replaced the failed 2005 European

Constitution project.



Permanent President

Created the President of the 

European Council (2.5-year term) 

to ensure continuity and provide a 

stable face for the Union on the 

world stage.

High Representative

Merged roles into the "Foreign 

Minister" of the EU, leading the 

External Action Service (EEAS) 

to streamline the Union's global 

diplomatic voice.

Court of Justice

Expanded jurisdiction to the Area 

of Freedom, Security, and Justice, 

significantly increasing the legal 

oversight of the ECJ.

New Strategic Leadership Roles
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Legal Personality: The EU became a single legal entity, enabling it to sign international treaties and join organizations as a unified 

bloc, replacing the old "three-pillar" structure.

Charter of Fundamental Rights: Formally integrated into primary law, making the bill of rights legally binding on all member 

states (with specific protocols for Poland and the UK).

Article 50 Withdrawal: For the first time, a formal legal procedure was established for a member state to withdraw from the 

Union, defining the roadmap for potential exits.

Citizens' Initiative: Introduced a participatory democracy tool allowing one million citizens to call directly on the 

Commission to propose a legal act.

Core Institutional Innovations
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GERMANY AND THE EUROPEAN UNION

GERMANY AND THE EUROPEAN UNION

Germany is a Founding Member of the ECSC (1951), 
and

the EU has always been central to its identity.

• Historically, Germany is a "Pro-European" 

powerhouse.

• The EU provided a framework for German

rehabilitation and reunification.

• By 2009, Germany was the primary advocate for deeper 

integration to handle the expanded Union (27 

members).



GERMANY'S POLITICAL CONTEXT IN 2009
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In 2009, Germany was led by Chancellor Angela 

Merkel

(CDU) in a Grand Coalition with the SPD.

• The government was a decisive supporter of the 

Lisbon Treaty.

• Merkel acted as the "honest broker" during the 2007

Berlin Declaration.

• Ratification: Completed in September 2009 after a

complex legal review.

• Focus: Ensuring German stability within a more agile

EU framework.



THE ECONOMIC CONTEXT
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The 2008 Financial Crisis reached its peak during the

Lisbon Treaty's ratification process.

•

• Germany faced a severe recession in 2009 but

maintained high employment through 

"Kurzarbeit."

• Rising focus on fiscal discipline (The

"Schuldenbremse").

Germany emerged as the EU's "stability

anchor" during the Eurozone debt crisis.



GERMANY’S ROLE IN THE LISBON TREATY
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Voting Power

Germany advocated for 

Qualified Majority Voting. 

The "Double Majority" system 

significantly increased 

Germany's influence due to its 

large population.

The Court Ruling

The Karlsruhe Ruling 

(2009) established that the 

Treaty was constitutional but 

protected the Bundestag's 

final say on key issues.

Strategic Goals

Viewed Lisbon as a way to 

secure a stable internal 

market, crucial for the 

German export-driven 

economic model.



IMPACT AND EVALUATION
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"GERMANY'S UNITY IN EUROPE IS THE BLUEPRINT FOR 

STABILITY."

The Lisbon Treaty marked a turning point in German-EU

relations, balancing deeper integration with constitutional 

safeguards.

• Political: Solidified Germany as the EU's primary 

political engine.

• Social: High public support for EU membership,

despite skepticism towards fiscal transfers.

• 2026 Perspective: The framework provided by

Lisbon continues to guide Germany's leadership in 

the modern EU.
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