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Enlargement

Germany's Central Role in Reuniting a Divided Continent




The "Big Bang” Context

D
Historical Healing

Marked the definitive end of the
Cold War divide. 10 nations
joined on May 1, 2004, integrating
former Eastern Bloc countries into

the Western democratic sphere.

Futurel

Massive Scale

The largest expansion in EU
history. Population jumped by 74
million overnight (from 385M to
459M). Territory expanded by
23%.
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Global Power

Consolidated the EU as the
world's largest unified market,
representing 25% of global trade

and income at the time.
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Mapping the 10 Nations

The Accession List

The 2004 group (A10) included:

»Poland PEstonia
»Czech Rep. PLatvia
»Hungary PLithuania
»Slovakia PMalta
*Slovenia »Cyprus

Geographically, this shift moved the center of gravity of the

European Union toward the East.
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@ Peace & Stability: Exporting democratic stability and the rule of law to post-communist neighbors,
preventing regional conflict.
-

Market Expansion: Creating a massive internal market without barriers, allowing for economies of

scale and increased global bargaining power.
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Economic Catch-up: Facilitating convergence through structural funds and technology transfers to

help new members reach EU income levels.

I@! Strategic Depth: Strengthening the EU's geopolitical footprint in a rapidly globalizing world.
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Challenges & Criticisms

Social & Labor Fears

"The Polish Plumber": Western Europe feared a flood
of cheap labor and "social dumping." This led to 7-year
transition periods in Germany and Austria to limit

worker access.
Brain Drain: Significant outflow of skilled youth from

East to West, creating labor shortages in the new

member states.

Governance & Divergence

Institutional Paralysis: Critics argued that 25+
members would make decision-making impossible. It

necessitated reforms like the Lisbon Treaty.
Rule of Law: Long-term challenges in aligning judicial

and democratic standards, as seen in later disputes

with Poland and Hungary.
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Futurel

30% GDP Increase: 15
years after accession, new
members saw per capita
income 30% higher than it
would have been

otherwise.

Economic Convergence

Productivity Boom: Capital
deepening and technology
transfers revolutionized
industrial sectors in Poland,

Czechia, and Hungary.
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Market Resilience: The
integration proved vital during
the 2008 and 2020 crises, with
value chains providing a buffer

for the entire continent.



Germany: The Strategic Architect

From Border to Center

For decades, Germany was the "frontier" of the West. 2004 transformed Germany
into the geographical and economic heart of the Union.
The Leading Advocate: Berlin pushed hardest for enlargement, viewing it as a

"historical debt" and a way to export security to its eastern borders.

Political Leadership: Under Schroder and Fischer, Germany mediated between

the demands of new members and the skepticism of older states like France.
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Economic Impact on Germany

The "Extended Workbench”

German industry integrated CEE Trade Surge: Trade with Poland alone
markets into its core value chains. jumped from €28B in 2004 to over €120B
This allowed firms to expand by the next decade. Germany became the
production and reap massive primary trading partner for all 10 nations.

efficiency gains.
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Price Stability: Lower production
costs in the East helped keep
German consumer prices stable and

export goods competitive globally.
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the European Union

Germany's Labor Market Strategy 2 N R

Transition Strategy (2+3+2) Outcome for Germany

Strict work permit requirements; bilateral quotas Controlled inflow; limited domestic "wage pressure"
2004 - 2006

only. fears.
2006 - 2009 Extension of restrictions; focus on highly skilled Talent diversion toward UK and Ireland; missed early

workers. movers.

Full freedom of movement established for all A10 Net benefit: Inflow helped solve the demographic labor
2011 Onward :

nations. gap.

. . Stable labor market acts as a pull factor for CEE Immigrants earn less but close critical service sector

Post-Crisis talent gaps
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The EU currently recognizes nine official candidate
countries: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Georgia,
Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey,

and Ukraine.

The Turkey Freeze: Negotiations with Turkey have been
completely stalled since 2016 due to ongoing severe

deficits in human rights and the rule of law.

The Kosovo Controversy: Classified only as a potential
candidate, Kosovo's path is blocked by a diplomatic
deadlock, as it is not recognized as independent by
Serbia and 5 EU members (Spain, Greece, Cyprus,

Slovakia, and Romania).

SLOVENI ROMANIA
VMEMBER SINCE 2004 .

ROATIAY. {
NJ MEMBER SINCE 2013

BOSNIA ANDE.

. ICANDIDATE SINCE 201:
HERZEGOVINA® WNEGOTIATING
CANDIDATE sxwie 2022
e KOSOVO [
MONTENEGROEI f WAPPLIED IN 2022

ANDIDATE SINCE 2010°

NEGOTIATING S ) Z,if' -
| S ZNORTH
X +MACEDONIA
\ " ANDIDATE SINCE

LBANIA' NEGOTIAT/NG“

ANDIDATE SINCE 2014
NEGOTIATING
-




Co-funded by
the European Union




	Слайд 1
	Слайд 2
	Слайд 3
	Слайд 4
	Слайд 5
	Слайд 6
	Слайд 7
	Слайд 8
	Слайд 9
	Слайд 10
	Слайд 11

