
BULGARIA IN THE EUROPEAN 
UNION
Achievements since EU Accession, 2007–2016

From candidate country to Schengen and eurozone member — nearly two decades of 
transformation



The Road of Integration: Key Milestones

2007

EU accession

Bulgaria becomes the 
EU's 27th member 
state on 1 January

2012–20

Funds & growth

Successive EU 
programming periods 
finance roads, metro, 
regions

2024

Schengen (air & 
sea)

Border checks lifted 
at air and sea borders 
in March

2025

Full Schengen

Land border controls 
removed on 1 January

2026

Eurozone entry

The euro replaces the 
lev on 1 January —
21st euro member



Economic Convergence with the EU
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~3×

growth in nominal GDP since accession

66%
of EU average income per capita (PPS, 2024) 
— up from ~38% in 2006

Baa1 / BBB+
investment-grade ratings upgraded on euro 
entry



EU Funds: Investment at Scale
Since 2007, Bulgaria has been one of the largest net beneficiaries of the EU budget relative to its economy.

€25+ billion

in cohesion and structural funds absorbed across 
three programming periods (2007–2027)

€10+ billion

in Common Agricultural Policy support to farmers 
and rural areas

€6+ billion

Recovery and Resilience Plan grants for green and 
digital transition

Every region

benefits: water, waste, urban renewal, hospitals, 
schools and cultural heritage projects



Modern Infrastructure Built with EU Support

Motorway network

Trakia and Maritsa motorways completed; Struma and Hemus advanced — linking Sofia to the Black Sea, Greece and 
Turkey

Sofia Metro

Lines expanded with EU co-financing into one of the region's most modern metro systems, carrying ~350,000 passengers 
daily

Digital connectivity

Broadband coverage expanded nationwide; among the EU's fastest average internet speeds

Urban & environmental renewal

Water treatment, waste management and energy-efficiency renovation in hundreds of municipalities



Trade and Foreign Investment
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~65% of trade is with the EU — the 
single market removed tariffs and 
border friction overnight

FDI stock multiplied as EU membership 
de-risked the economy for investors 
(automotive parts, IT, outsourcing)

IT & services boom: Bulgaria became a 
leading European hub for software 
development and shared services



Jobs, Wages and Living Standards

5×
growth in the average monthly 
wage since 2007 (from ~BGN 430 
to over BGN 2,300)

<5%
unemployment in recent years —
among the lower rates in the EU, 
down from double digits

10× increase in the minimum wage 
since accession ▼

poverty and material deprivation 
rates falling steadily, supported 
by EU social funds



Agriculture and Rural Development

The Common Agricultural Policy transformed Bulgarian farming

Direct payments

Stable income support for hundreds of thousands of farmers 
every year since 2007

Modernisation

Rural development funds financed machinery, irrigation, 
processing plants and young-farmer start-ups

Export success

Bulgaria became a leading EU exporter of grain, sunflower and 
rose oil, with protected geographical indications for local 
products

Rural quality of life

Village infrastructure, roads and broadband improved through 
LEADER and rural programmes



Education, Science and Youth Mobility

Erasmus+

Tens of thousands of Bulgarian students, teachers and young people have studied or trained abroad since 2007

Research funding

Bulgarian universities and institutes participate in Horizon Europe; new centres of excellence and competence built with 
EU funds

Youth opportunities

European Solidarity Corps, youth guarantees and traineeships opened Europe-wide career paths

Digital education

EU-funded programmes equipped schools with modern technology and STEM classrooms



What Membership Means for Every Citizen

Free movement

Live, work, study or retire anywhere in the EU 
without permits

Stronger protections

EU consumer, labour, environmental and food-
safety standards apply at home

Easy travel

No roaming charges in the EU; European Health 
Insurance Card; consular protection worldwide

Rule-of-law anchor

EU membership underpins democratic institutions 
and judicial reform



Completing the Journey: Schengen and the Euro

Schengen Area

• Air & sea borders opened in March 2024

• Land border controls lifted 1 January 2025

• Faster trade, tourism and daily travel —
queues at Danube and Greek crossings gone

Eurozone Member

• Euro adopted on 1 January 2026 at 1.95583 
BGN/€

• Lower borrowing costs and no currency-
exchange fees

• A seat at the ECB table — full voice in 
Europe's monetary policy



Conclusion: A Transformed Country

Incomes and living standards have converged strongly toward the EU average — the fastest catch-up in 
Bulgaria's modern history

Tens of billions of euros in EU investment rebuilt infrastructure, farms, cities and universities

Full integration achieved: single market (2007), Schengen (2024–25), eurozone (2026)

Challenges remain — demographics, regional gaps, institutional reform — but EU membership provides the 
framework and resources to address them

Two decades on, EU membership remains the strongest driver of Bulgaria's prosperity and 
modernisation.
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