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What Was the
Lisbon Treaty?

Signed in 2007 and entered into force on 1 December 20009. LISBON

2007

Reformed the EU’s institutional and legal framework.

Aimed to make the Union more efficient, democratic and transparent.

Strengthened the European Parliament and the role
of national parliaments.

Created the post-Lisbon EU that Croatia later joined.
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Croatia and the
European Union

e Croatia applied for EU membership in 2003 and
became a candidate country in 2004.

e Accession negotiations opened in 2005 and
closed in 2011.

e The Accession Treaty was signed in 2011.

e (Croatia joined the European Union on 1 July 2013.

e (roatia entered an EU already shaped by the
Lisbon Treaty.
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Why the Lisbon Treaty
Mattered for Croatia

It provided the legal and institutional framework
of the EU Croatia was joining.

[t clarified the division of competences between
the EU and Member States.

It expanded qualified-majority voting and the
ordinary legislative procedure.

[t reinforced democracy, subsidiarity and the
Charter of Fundamental Rights.

It made enlargement and participation in EU
institutions more structured.
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Institutional
Representation of Croatia

\
e Croatia gained 12 seats in the European Parliament. e N e
® [t nominates one member of the European Commission.

e [t participates in the Council of the European Union
as an equal Member State.

-

e (roatian judges and officials also serve in EU
bodies and agencies.

e Lisbon gave Croatia a clearer role in a more i
coherent institutional system.
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The Role of the

Croatian Parliament

e The Croatian Parliament monitors compliance with
the subsidiarity principle.

e [t receives draft EU legislative acts directly from EU institutions.

e [t can issue reasoned opinions if a proposal breaches subsidiarity.

e [t participates in interparliamentary cooperation, including COSAC.

e Lisbon strengthened the influence of national parliaments
in EU law-making.
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Legal and Administrative
Adaptation

Croatia had to align its legislation with the EU acquis before accession.
Public administration needed stronger coordination and implementation capacity.
Lisbon highlighted the principles of conferral, subsidiarity and proportionality. ACQUIS

Administrative efficiency became crucial for applying EU law and using EU policies.

Administrative capacity remained one of the key practical challenges.
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Decision-Making in
the Council of the EU

55%

e Since 1 November 2014, most Council decisions OF MEMBER

use the double-majority system.

e A decision usually needs 55% of Member States
representing at least 65% of the EU population.

e (roatia participates in this system
according to its population size.

e The system encourages coalition-building
and strategic partnerships.

o [t gives Croatia a voice, even as a smaller Member State.
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Economic, Social and

Political Effects

o The Lisbon framework supported Croatia’s integration
into the single market and EU policies.

o Croatian citizens gained stronger rights as EU citizens:
movement, residence and political participation.

o Membership increased policy coordination in areas such as
justice, migration and external relations.

o Benefits depend on domestic reforms, competitiveness and
administrative absorption capacity.

e Public expectations were high, but implementation
challenges remained.
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Conclusion

e The Lisbon Treaty shaped the Union that Croatia
joined in 2013.

e [ts strongest impact was institutional: representation,
law-making and parliamentary participation.

e [t also pushed Croatia to modernise legislation and
public administration.

e For Croatia, Lisbon created both opportunities and
responsibilities inside the EU.

e Overall, it marked an important step in Croatia’s
European integration.
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