
Croatia in the European Union (2013–Present)
Achievements, Challenges and Future Outlook
• From Past to Future: Croatia and European Integration



EU Accession

• Croatia joined the EU on 1 July 201328th EU Member State

• End of a long accession process (2003–2013)

• Strategic goal: 

political stability, 

economic convergence, 

European integration



Key Milestones

• EU membership (2013

• )Schengen Area entry (2023)

• Euro adoption (2023)

• Full integration into EU core policies

• Strengthened international position



Economic Growth



EU Funds and Investments

Received €17+ billion from EU funds vs €5.3 billion contributed

Major infrastructure projects:

Pelješac BridgeRailways, 

hospitals, schools

EU support crucial after:2020 earthquakes

COVID-19 recovery



Labour Market Improvements

• Unemployment fell from 17% → ~6–7%

• Rising wages and living standards

• Labour shortages emerging

• Increased reliance on foreign workers



Benefits of EU Membership

• Access to the single market

• Free movement of people and goods

• Increased investor confidence

• Improved credit ratings and lower interest rate

• sParticipation in EU decision-making



Eurozone & Schengen Impact

• Lower transaction costs

• Elimination of currency risk

• Easier travel and trade

• Stronger economic integration

• Symbolic “full EU integration”



Key Challenges

• Population decline (~10%)

• Emigration to richer EU countries

• Regional inequalities (Zagreb vs rest)

• Dependence on EU funds

• Structural reforms still needed



Political & Social Challenges

• Corruption and governance issues (ongoing 
concern)

• Migration pressures (Balkan route)

• Border management tensions

• Relations with neighbouring non-EU countries



Political Role and EU Engagement

• During its EU Council Presidency (2020), 
Croatia:

• Promoted EU enlargement to the Western 
Balkans

• Hosted the Zagreb Summit

• Emphasised stability and integration in 
Southeast Europe



Croatia in the EU Today

• Fully integrated EU member

• Member of:
• EU
• Schengen
• Eurozone
• NATO

Seen as a “success story with limitations”



Conclusion

• Significant progress since 2013

• EU membership = clear economic and political 
benefits

• However:

• Demographic and structural challenges remain

• Future focus:Innovation

• Regional development

• Sustainable growth
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